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 ELS Key Teaching Features
Key teaching features

Me, then you
The teacher says something, and then the children repeat 
it exactly. 

Provide opportunities

Practice and repetition are key. There is no ‘down time’ in 
the lesson – a consistent fast pace is maintained. Children 
have many opportunities to: 
• Hear the sound or word
• Say the sound or word
• See the sound or word
• Read the word
• Write the word
• Use new vocabulary.

Provide modelling
Every single aspect of the lesson is modelled for children. 
As teacher, your main purpose is not to test the children 
but to teach them. 

Active teaching and learning

ELS lessons are active – children are engaged at all times, 
whether joining in with a ‘drum roll’ to introduce the new 
sound, using ‘robot arms’ or ‘tracking the teacher’ as you 
move around the room. 

Spelling sequence

Encourage children to follow the sequence:

• Say the word

• Stretch the word

• Segment the word

• Blend the word

• Count the sounds within the word

• Say the whole word

This sequence can be used for any word where the children 
have been taught the GPCs within the word.
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